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DETAILED ACTION 
Amendment 

1 . Response to amendment filed 10/09/2008. Claims 1 , 3-4, and 1 1 have been 
amended. Claims 1, 3-14, and 16 are pending. 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 , 3-14, and 16 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 3, 5, and 7-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Ahmad et al, US Patent # 6263507, hereinafter Ahmad, in 
view of Reynolds et al, US Patent # 6563515, hereinafter Reynolds. 

With regard to claim 1 , Ahmad discloses: 
A method comprising: 

displaying a first television program on a video screen to a user, said first 
television program comprising a segment of a predetermined length (Figure 2B, 
item 213 and column 17, lines 1-3; Ahmad discloses displaying a video segment 
of a news program on a screen; Figure 2A, region 202 and column 16, lines 5-16; 
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the information region can contain the length of the video segment, therefore the 
segment has a predetermined length) 

in response to a user selection, changing the first television program segment to 
a second television program segment (Figure 2B, item 216 and column 15, lines 
43-45; Ahmad discloses control buttons that the user can select to change which 
news story is displayed), whereupon the second television program segment is 
displayed on the video screen along with a window region on the video screen 
that simultaneously displays an indication of the first television program segment 
(Figure 2B, item 212 and column 16, lines 26-54; Ahmad discloses a window 
region that displays a GUI of several subdivided rows, each depicting a separate 
news program; Ahmad further discloses that shows that have already been 
viewed can be marked, such as to shade them a particular color, therefore, an 
indicator of a first program would remain on the screen when the video has been 
switched to a second program); and 

modifying the indication displayed to the user in the window region when the 
predetermined time length of the first television program segment is complete 
(Figure 2B, item 212 and column 16, lines 43-54; Ahmad disclose shading shows 
that have already been viewed a separate color, indicating that the user has 
finished viewing them, this is modified when the user has finished viewing the 
segment). 

Ahmad fails to disclose that the segment is displayed on substantially all 
of the video screen. Reynolds discloses a program guide with a video window 
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browsing. As illustrated in figure 5, the user can browse through video programs 
and choose one to be displayed on the main screen, which is substantially all of 
the screen. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to display the video on substantially all of the screen when a 
video program is selected as taught by Reynolds to the system of Ahmad which 
displays selected video as it is desirable for a user to see a bigger video. 

With regard to claim 3, Ahmad further discloses wherein the indication 
displayed in said window region is a banner of a message related to the first 
television program (Figure 2B; item 214; the displayed message, corresponding 
to a banner message, lists the program name, airtime, and description message, 
and is related to the video playing in window 213). 

With regard to claim 5, Ahmad further discloses that the segment may be 
an advertisement (column 16, lines 31-35; Ahmad specifically describes that the 
segments may be an advertisement segment that is separated from another 
segment, for example a news story). 

With regard to claim 7, Ahmad further discloses that the segment may 
comprise access to the internet (column 19, line 62 - column 20, line 15; Ahmad 
discloses that the source of the programs can be from the internet, i.e. the 
second television program segment can be a segment obtained from the internet, 
which corresponds to accessing the internet). 

With regard to claim 8, Ahmad further discloses that the second program 
segment can be a regularly received television channel on the video screen 
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(Figure 2B, item 212, and column 21, lines 10-16; Ahmad clearly illustrates 
program segments from CNN and NBC, etc can be specified by the user) 

3. Claims 9-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ahmad in view of Reynolds, in further view of Alonso et al, US Patent # 6184878, 
hereafter Alonso. 

With regard to claims 9-10, Ahmad in view of Reynolds describes the 
method of claim 1 in that they disclose a window region that displays information 
about a video playing in another window region. Ahmad in view of Reynolds fails 
to disclose that the first region contains a link, wherein said link is to a web page 
(as specified in claim 10). 

Alonso does describe a window region of a display screen that displays a 
menu of hypertext links that invokes web pages upon request (column 4, line 64 
- column 5, line 15; Alonso specifically discloses an embodiment in which a user 
displays a menu of links, that are used to request a www page). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to add the feature of Alonso of webpage access via a link to the 
system of Ahmad in view of Reynolds that displays information about a video 
program. The advantage would have been to allow the user access to the 
internet in order to see desired content related to a show he is watching. 
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4. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ahmad in 
view of Reynolds in further view of Alexander et al, US Patent # 61 77931 , 
hereafter Alexander. 

With regard to claim 4, Ahmad in view of Reynolds discloses the method 
of claim 1 in that they disclose a window region that displays information about a 
video segment. Ahmad fails to disclose that the window region displays a 
thumbnail commercial related to the first television program segment (defined by 
the applicant as a commercial in a small window region). 

Alexander does disclose this feature (Figure 1 , item 14 and column 3, 
lines 8-10; Alexander specifically discloses a small window (1/9th the screen 
size) that displays a commercial advertisement; furthermore in column 33, lines 
25-43, Alexander describes that the thumbnail commercials displayed are related 
to the television video that was previously played by the user of the program 
guide (i.e. a first television program segment). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to combine 
the teaching of Alexander to the system of Ahmad in view of Reynolds in order to 
target commercials played in a thumbnail window to the shows the user has 
chosen to view, thereby effectively targeting advertisements to the viewer based 
on viewing habits. 

5. Claims 6, and 11-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Ahmad in view of Reynolds, in further view of Reynolds et al, US Patent # 
6934963, hereafter Reynolds2. 
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With regard to claim 6, Ahmad in view of Reynolds discloses the method 
of claim 1 in that they disclose displaying information in a region of the screen 
about a segment (which could be a commercial, as described in the claim 5 
rejection) that is playing in another region of the screen. Ahmad fails to disclose 
that the information is a banner that is indicative of the product being advertised 
during a commercial. 

Reynolds2 does disclose displaying a banner consisting of a supplemental 
advertisement in a region of the screen that is separate from the region that is 
playing a commercial for the same product (Figure 9b, item 910 and column 16, 
line 64 - column 17, line 2). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to add the feature of displaying a banner that advertises a product that 
is being promoted during a commercial in another region of the screen as taught 
by Reynolds2 to the system as taught by Ahmad in view of Reynolds that 
displays information about a program (which could be a commercial) in a 
separate region of the screen. The advantage would have the ability of the user 
to order the product as taught by Reynolds. 

With regard to claim 11, Ahmad discloses broadcasting a first video 
program signal, said first video program comprising a segment (column 11, lines 
31-40; Ahmad describes the information source can be a television news 
broadcast; column 9, lines 25-30; Ahmad describes that the system allows the 
user to move between the segments of information). 
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receiving a user input to change the first video program signal to a second video 
program signal (Figure 2B, item 216 and column 15, lines 43-45; Ahmad 
discloses control buttons that the user can select to change which news story is 
displayed) 

providing additional signal information representative of the first video program 
signal to be displayed in a window on a video screen while simultaneously 
displaying information other than second video program signal in response to the 
input (Figure 2B, item 214 and column 18, lines 52-66; Ahmad clearly describes 
secondary information related to the being displayed to the user; column 16, lines 
43-54; Ahmad describes that the user can select different segments to be 
viewed; upon selecting a different segment, new information will be displayed 
such as shading the new currently viewed program window and shading the 
already viewed segment with a different color - this information would not 
correspond to the second video program signal). 

Ahmad fails to disclose that the segment is displayed on substantially all 
of the video screen. Reynolds discloses a program guide with a video window 
browsing. As illustrated in figure 5, the user can browse through video programs 
and choose one to be displayed on the main screen, which is substantially all of 
the screen. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to display the video on substantially all of the screen when a 
video program is selected as taught by Reynolds to the system of Ahmad which 
displays selected video as it is desirable for a user to see a bigger video. 
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Ahmad in view of Reynolds does not disclose broadcasting information 
corresponding to a link, said link being associated with a banner so that a viewer 
can click on said banner. 

Reynolds2 does describe broadcasting of an interactive advertisement 
banner (Figure 9a and 9b, item 910) and column 16, lines 47-67; Reynolds 
illustrates and describes an interactive advertisement banner in which a viewer 
can click on in order to order a product). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to add the feature as taught by Reynolds2 to display banner 
advertisements to the system of Ahmad in view of Reynolds that displays 
information about a program in a separate window region. The advantage would 
have been the ability of the user to order products associated with his interests. 

With regard to claims 12-13, Ahmad in view of Reynolds in view of 
Reynolds2 discloses the method of claim 1 1 in that they disclose providing 
additional signal information representative of the first video program to be 
displayed. As described, Ahmad provides metadata information such as 
program description and running time to the user. Reynolds2 further teaches 
sending program guide information to the user in a portion of the video signal not 
normally containing visual information, such as the blanking interval (as specified 
in claim 13) (column 9, lines 13-25; Reynolds describes sending the program 
guide information to the user via the vertical blanking interval). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to include the feature of sending metadata information such as program 
guide information in the blanking interval as taught by Reynolds2 to the system of 
displaying information related to a program as taught by Ahmad in view of 
Reynolds. The advantage would have been to send additional information in this 
available space as is well-known in the art. 

With regard to claim 14, Ahmad, in view of Reynolds in further view of 
Reynolds2 discloses the method of claim 1 1 in that they disclose displaying 
segments to a user. Ahmad further teaches that the segments can be television 
commercials (column 16, lines 31-35; Ahmad specifically describes that the 
segments may be an advertisement segment that is separated from another 
segment, for example a news story). 

6. Claim 16 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ahmad 
in view of Reynolds in further view of Reynolds2 in further view of Alonso. 

With regard to claim 16, Ahmad in view of Reynolds in further view of 
Reynolds2, teaches the method of claim 1 1 in that they teach broadcasting 
information pertaining to a link (see claim 1 1 rejection). They fail to teach that 
the link is to a web page. 

Alonso does describe a window region of a display screen that displays a 
menu of hypertext links that invokes web pages upon request (column 4, line 64 
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- column 5, line 15; Alonso specifically discloses an embodiment in which a user 
displays a menu of links, that are used to request a www page). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to add the feature of Alonso of webpage access via a link to the 
system of Ahmad in view of Reynolds in further view of Reynolds2 that displays 
information about a video program. The advantage would have been to allow the 
user access via a link to the system of Ahmad that displays information about a 
video program. The advantage would have been to allow the user access to the 
internet in order to see desired content related to a show he is watching. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. 
See MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
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the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Contact 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to MARK D. FEATHERSTONE whose 
telephone number is (571)270-3750. The examiner can normally be reached on 
8:00 AM - 5:00 PM M-F US Eastern. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Andrew Koenig can be reached on (571) 272-7296. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service 
Representative or access to the automated information system, call 800-786- 
9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
E-Signed 
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